8B Science Course Description
“Empowering through Excellence”
Teacher:  Ms. Rahmani

 

Phone: (302) 832-6280 ext. 3020
Room:  302

          


   
E-mail: srahmani@colonial.k12.de.us
Website: http://msrahmani.weebly.com/

Team Website: http://gbms8b.weebly.com/
Expectations:  All students are expected to follow the established classroom rules in the table below.  If a rule is broken, the teacher will follow the hierarchy of consequences listed below.

	Classroom Rules
	Consequences

	1.  Respect yourself, others, and the classroom at all times.
	1.  Warning – may be verbal or non-verbal

	2.  Come to class on time. 


	2.  Private student/teacher conference

	3.  Bring required materials to class every day. 

        
	3. Varied interventions which may include:   moving student’s seat,                              parent contact, time out                                          for student, and/or                                            writing assignments.    

	4.  Follow directions and give your best effort on all assignments.
	4. Administrative referral



	5.  Obey all school rules and lab safety guidelines.                                             

                                                                                                         
	   * Any chronic disruptive behavior or behavior which could result in injury will warrant immediate removal from the classroom.

*  Lates to class – teacher will follow team policy.     




Supplies:  Each student is required to purchase the following supplies:  
	



	· 4 Composition Books
· 1 Folder for handouts
· Loose-leaf paper 

· Pencils
· Crayons or Colored Pencils
· Glue Sticks


	Science    This year in science class, we will be using a series of Textbooks:    small texts that are unit-based.   Throughout the course of the

                       year,  we  will  study  the  following  units:   Transformation of
                       Energy, Weather, Planetary Systems, and Ecosystems.
                       Textbooks will remain in the classroom; however, they may be 
                       checked out when needed.
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Composition   
To be successful in eighth grade science, the student will keep a  
Notebooks:      
composition notebook for each of the four areas studied this year. The composition book will serve as a way for the student to organize and connect the activities done in class for further meaning. Notebooks are a way for student to process what they are about to learn or a way to describe what they did learn.
	  
	Labs:  Throughout the year, students will be doing many labs in science.  It is very important that students understand the safety rules for these labs.  We will discuss the rules prior to doing any labs this year and each student will be expected to sign a Lab Safety Contract.  Students who fail to turn in a signed Lab Safety Contract WILL NOT be allowed to participate in labs!  In addition, any student who fails to follow the safety rules WILL NOT be allowed to participate in labs and will be given an alternative assignment!


	 
	Homework:  Students will not be given homework every night in science.  When there is a homework assignment, it will be posted on the chalkboard in the designated area. It is the student’s responsibility to copy all assignments into their agenda book. Homework is also posted on my personal and team website. All homework assignments are expected to be neat and submitted on time.   


Grading Policy: Your science grade will be based on a weight system.  This means that assignments, which can be categorized into assessments, labs, classwork/homework, and journals, will be counted for a designated amount of points. The number of points students receive at the end of the marking period is then divided by the total number of points possible. This number is then weighted, based on the percentages below, to calculate your final grade. The average is then translated into a letter grade on the report card. Students will take a final assessment for each of the four units, which count for 100 points, and various quizzes throughout the marking period which will account for 45% of the marking period grade. Labs (25% of your marking period grade) and classwork/homework assignments (10%) will vary each marking period. Journals (20%) will be collected periodically.
Assessments:    
45% 


Labs:                      
25%

HW/CW:            
10%


Journals:              
20%

             A = 100-93          B = 92-85            C = 84-77            D = 76-70            F = 69-0
	
	Make-up Work due to Absence:  

There will be a notebook in the classroom that contains a written description of the activities completed each day in class as well as any homework that was assigned.  Corresponding worksheets will be found in folders next to this notebook when applicable.  It is the students’ responsibility to get his/her make-up work during non-instructional time and to make sure they are turned in within a reasonable time to be graded.  The school district’s general policy is one day for each day of absence.  If a student is present when an assignment is given but absent when it is due, it is the student’s responsibility to remember to turn in the assignment on the first day that he/she returns to school.   


Please review the attached information with your son/daughter to ensure that he/she is aware of the expectations I have for all of my students this year.  After reviewing the information, please sign, date, and return the last page by Wednesday, September 4, 2011 to indicate that you are aware of the policies and procedures for Room 302.  

I have read and understand the course description for Ms. Rahmani’s class including the expectations to ensure a classroom environment conducive for learning.  I will act as a responsible student and maintain these expectations.

Student Signature:  _________________________________        Date:  ________________

Parent/Guardian(s) Signature:  _________________________     Date:  ________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Name(s):  ________________________________

Home Phone:  _______________________
Work Phone:  _________________________

Cell Phone:  ________________________   E-mail:  ________________________________

What is the best way to contact you during the school day? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any concerns or special information I need to know about your child to help them be successful in their 8th grade science class?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

